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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3-4, 6-7 and 11 are pending. By this Amendment, Claims 2, 5 and 8- 
10 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer, and Claims 1 and 4 are amended. No 
new matter is presented. 

The Office Action acknowledges the Applicant's claim for priority, but notes 
certified copies of the priority document, i.e., Japanese application number 2002- 
276771 , has not yet been filed. Applicants respectfully point out the certified copy of the 
priority document was filed in the United States Patent Office on January 30, 2004. A 
copy of the U.S. PTO date-stamped postcard receipt is attached. Furthermore, 
Applicants respectfully request the next official communication from the Office 
acknowledge the certified copy has been received. 
Form PTO-1449 

Applicants respectfully note the Examiner indicated on the Form PTO-1449 
attached to the Information Disclosure Statement dated January 30, 2004, that a copy 
of the cited reference, EP 1 111 213 A1 was not provided with the IDS. For the 
convenience of the Examiner, the Applicants attach to this Response a copy of EP 1 
1 1 1 213 A1 and a copy of the U.S. PTO postcard receipt indicating receipt by the Patent 
Office of the January 30, 2004 IDS, PTO 1449 and 4 references. Applicants 
respectfully request the Examiner consider the submitted reference and provide a copy 
of Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials next to the cited reference indicating the 
Examiner properly considered the reference. A copy of the PTO Form 1449 is attached 
for the Examiner's convenience. 
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Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 1,840,312 to Dunmire in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,799,954 to 
Layer. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

Applicants respectfully note Claim 1 recites an insertable gasket made of a heat- 
resistant metal and including, among other features, a protruding portion which 
protrudes radially inwardly at a first end, wherein the protruding portion has a tail portion 
which extends radially outward and toward the second end. Applicants respectfully 
submit the first end of the Dunmire collapsible corrugated sleeve or bushing (i.e., 
gasket) does not disclose or suggest a tail portion which extends radially outward and 
toward the second end of the sleeve or bushing. Applicants also note the Office Action 
admits the Dunmire sleeve or bushing is not made of a heat-resistant metal. The Office 
Action applies Layer for teaching a gasket made of INCONEL. However, Applicants 
respectfully note the first end of the Layer metal ring or gasket does not disclose or 
suggest a tail portion which extends toward the second end thereof. Put simply, Layer 
does not overcome the drawbacks of the Dunmire sleeve or bushing. 

To establish prima facie obviousness, each and every feature of a rejected claim 
must be taught or suggested by the applied art of record. See M.P.E.P. §2143.03. As 
explained above, Dunmire and Layer, alone or in combination, fail to teach or suggest 
each and every feature recited by Claim 1 . Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit 
Claim 1 is not rendered obvious in view of the Dunmire and Layer combination and 
should be deemed allowable. 
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Claim 3 depends from Claim 1. It is respectfully submitted that this dependent 
claim be deemed allowable for at least the same reasons Claim 1 is allowable as well 
as for the additional subject matter recited therein. 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

Claims 4-7 and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 3,088,758 to Chilton in view of Dunmire in view of Layer. 
Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

Applicants respectfully note Claim 4 recites an insertable structure including an 
insertable gasket made of a heat-resistant metal and including, among other features, a 
protruding portion which protrudes radially inwardly at an inserted end, wherein the 
protruding portion has a tail portion which extends radially outward and toward the an 
end of the gasket opposite the inserted end. Applicants respectfully submit that, as 
noted above, Dunmire and Layer, fail to teach or suggest such a feature. Moreover, 
Applicants respectfully note Chilton merely discloses outer and inner pipes joined 
together and that the Office Action admits Chilton fails to disclose a gasket between the 
pipes. Put simply. Chilton does not overcome the drawbacks of the Dunmire sleeve or 
bushing and/or the Layer metal ring or gasket. 

To establish prima facie obviousness, each and every feature of a rejected claim 
must be taught or suggested by the applied art of record. See M.P.E.P. §2143.03. As 
explained above, Chilton, Dunmire, and Layer, alone or in combination, fail to teach or 
suggest each and every feature recited by Claim 4. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
submit Claim 4 is not rendered obvious in view of the Chilton, Dunmire, and Layer 
combination and should be deemed allowable. 
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Claims 6-7 and 1 1 depend from Claim 4. It is respectfully submitted that these 
three (3) dependent claims be deemed allowable for at least the same reasons Claim 4 
is allowable as well as for the additional subject matter recited therein. 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration of the application, withdrawal of the 
outstanding rejections, allowance of Claims 1, 3-4, 6-7 and 1 1. and the prompt issuance 
of a Notice of Allowability are respectfully solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe anything further is desirable in order to place this 
application in better condition for allowance, the Examiner is requested to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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In the event this paper is not considered to be timely filed, the Applicants 
respectfully petition for an appropriate extension of time. Any fees for such an 
extension, together with any additional fees that may be due with respect to this paper, 
may be charged to counsel's Deposit Account No. 01-2300, referencing docket 
number 107355-00088. 
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